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Propositions belonging to the Dissertation 
Role of evidence in the Formulation of  
European Public Health Policies 
1. For EU policy makers evidence goes beyond research and includes 
stakeholders’ interests, economic and political considerations, values 
and beliefs (this dissertation). 
2. EU policy makers use evidence as an advocacy tool to gain legitimacy 
and consensus and to support decisions already taken at the political 
level (this dissertation). 
3. Stakeholders act as “evidence brokers” in the EU policymaking process 
(this dissertation).  
4. For EU policymakers, the hierarchy of evidence is less relevant than for 
scientists. (this dissertation). 
5. “Although science should inform health policy, it cannot be the only 
consideration” (Keith Humphreys & Peter Piot, 2012). 
6. To increase the uptake of scientific evidence, researchers run the risk of 
becoming lobbyists. 
7. “Considering the challenges to democratic legitimacy during the crisis 
of the Euro suggests that the EU needs ‘output’ policies that are more 
effective, ‘input’ politics that are more responsive to citizens, and 
‘throughput’ processes that are more balanced and carried out with 
greater efficacy and accountability” (Vivien A. Schmidt, 2015). 
8. The principle of evidence-based policy is a cornerstone of democracy 
and it is now being challenged by the proliferation of disinformation. 
9. “You can carve your own path, be your own kind of leader. We do need 
to create a new generation of leadership” ( Jacinda Ardern, 2017). 
10. “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other 
time. We are the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that 
we seek” (Barack Obama, 2008). 
